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Lenny An: Howdy folks! By day, I am a product consultant for an ad tech firm called FreeWheel, where we
serve you ads on all the videos you stream online (SORRY!). By night, I embody a whole host of interests!
First, the reason for my interest in the RTD fellowship is mainly because of my work with a non-profit
mentoring organization known as Minds Matter, where I have been a mentor for three years, the Director of
Volunteer Recruitment, and most recently, a Team Leader. In addition to this, I am an avid rock climber, a
hip hop dancer, a cyclist, and an amateur dumpling chef :)
I grew up in Pittsburgh, PA and went to school at Carnegie Mellon University, where I got my degree in
Chemical Engineering, panicked because I didn’t know what to do with my life, then got another degree in
Engineering & Technology Innovation Management.
All these things have landed me in NYC, where I get to explore all of my passions with a whole slew of
interesting people (such as yourselves!). I’m really looking forward to meeting you all and learning so much
from the RTD fellowship!
Caroline Bates is a budget analyst at the NYC Office of Management and Budget, overseeing the expense
and capital budgets for the Department of Sanitation. Prior to working at OMB, she worked at Financial
Information Services Agency, another NYC agency that monitors the back-end of Citywide financial
applications, training adults on the use of Citywide financial applications. In her spare time, Caroline
volunteers with the non-profit Minds Matter, which provides free mentoring, SAT prep, and writing
assistance to high-achieving high school students from low income backgrounds. Caroline holds a
bachelor’s degree in American Studies from Wells College in Aurora, New York. In her spare time, she
enjoys yoga, reading, baking, and watching Cleveland sports (Go Cavs!).
Cindy Bryant is the Director of Brand and Product Development at JCPENNEY for Liz Claiborne, Dresses
and Private Brand Outerwear. Fashion, and developing retail strategies and launching new concepts for
lifestyle brands is one of Cindy’s passions. Having worked for major retailers like Macy’s, AnnTaylor,
Donna Karan International, American Eagle Outfitters and Banana Republic, she has an acute perspective
on the importance of education and the equalizing opportunities it can provide in society. Bringing us to
another of Cindy’s passions: Minds Matter – a national nonprofit dedicated to transforming the lives of
accomplished high school students from low income families by broadening their dreams and preparing
them for college success. Having begun as a volunteer mentor eight years ago, she now serves on the MM
Executive Committee and is Co-Director of its Summer Program. Cindy holds an Associate’s Degree from
Saint Louis Community College.
Meiyu Jennifer Chang has been a grassroots advocate for low-income immigrant families living in the
Lower East Side for the past 7 years. She’s the Parent and Community Involvement Coordinator for the
Early Head Start program at University Settlement where she works on program monitoring and
compliance. University Settlement is a non-profit that has been around for over 130 years dedicated to
supporting the community with social services.
Jennifer has a diverse background with a Bachelors in Business from Stockton University and a Masters in
Urban Policy Analysis and Management from The New School University. Jennifer is a returned Peace
Corps Volunteer from Guinea, West Africa where she supported small business development. Jennifer also
spent some time working in the for profit sector as a business analyst at AIG.
Jennifer is a certified post-partum doula, lactation consultant, baby massage instructor and enjoys
consulting privately for pregnant moms and families with newborns during her free time. Jennifer loves
social enterprises and dreams of starting one.

